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Worship Services
Saturday 6:00pm
Sunday 9:30am

Sunday Bible Study
Adult 8:30am & 10:45am
Children 10:45am

Staff
Paul D. Sundbom, Pastor

Marlyss Sekki, Director of Music
Peggy McDonnell, Admin Assistant

Church Office
250 Bowhall Road
Painesville, OH 44077
(440)354-3000

St. Paul’s Preschool
Amy Marizek, Director
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Getting in the Mood

We're fully into the season of Lent, that 40 day journey
that calls us to focus on the Passion of our Lord. Some people give up some-
thing to help them remember what Christ gave up for them. Others choose a
special project to do to help others remember Christ’s suffering and death. |
have found that music can aid people during their 40 day Lenten journey. Our
Lutheran hymnody is filled with wonderful tunes and poignant verses that
greatly enhance these 40 days. Let me share some of these verses with you

Jesus, | will ponder now On Your holy passion;

With Your Spirit me endow For such meditation.

Grant that I in love and faith May the image cherish

Of Your suff’ring, pain, and death That | may not perish

Grant that | Your passion view With repentant grieving.
Let me not bring shame to You By unholy living.

How could I refuse to shun Ev’ry sinful pleasure

Since for me God’s only Son Suffered without measure?
[LSB 440 “Jesus, | Will Ponder Now” vv 1, 4]

For me, this is my prayer to begin Lent. O Lord, let me in these 40 days, truly
ponder again your Passion for me. Let me truly look at with repentant griev-
ing, for it was my sins that nailed you to the cross. Let that be your prayer
these 40 days.

You have suffered great affliction And have borne it patiently
Even death by crucifixion, Fully to atone for me;
For you chose to be tormented That my doom should be prevented
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Pastors Message continued

Thousand, thousand thanks are due, Dearest Jesus, unto you
[LW 94 “Christ, the Life of All the Living” vs 2]

Man, to think about the suffering Jesus endured, the suffering | deserve! He willingly, patiently bore it all
so that | would not be doomed to eternal death. A thousand thanks seem so small a repayment to Jesus
for what he has done for me. A thousand thanks truly is nowhere near the debt that | owe to Jesus for
what he has done for me. Still, he does not demand that | pay him back, or else he will place the burden
back on me. No, his love for me is far beyond a thousand thanks that | could give back to him. He does it
all knowing that | could never repay him. Thank You, Jesus!

When | survey the wondrous cross On which the Prince of Glory died,
My richest gain | count but loss And pour contempt on all my pride.

Forbid it, Lord, that | should boast Save in the death of Christ, my God;
All the vain things that charm me most, | sacrifice them to His blood.
LSB 425 “When | Survey The Wondrous Cross” vv 1-2]

| read these words and | hear these words of Scripture, “But far be it from me to boast except in the
cross of our Lord Jesus Christ, by which the world has been crucified to me, and | to the world.”
[Galatians 6:14] After all it is the cross of Christ on which we focus our attention, all the more during the

days of Lent.

In Christ

Postor Sundbom

40 DAYS
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Wednesday ) :
t The Lenten Season is here. Join us on Wednesdays for
en en our midweek Lenten services now through March 24,
SERVICES _ 2% 2021.
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St. Paul’s Midweek Lenten Schedule

Return to the Lord

In the Book of Joel, the prophet paints a vivid picture of the coming judgment of God, the Day of the
Lord. The imagery is bold and terrifying: hordes of locusts swarming over the land and decimating every-
thing. Joel’s prophecy has teeth even today as wars rage, natural disasters threaten and destroy, and our
culture seems to be unraveling. But right in the middle of this frightening portent, we find a tender invi-
tation from the Lord: “Return to the Lord your God, for He is gracious and merciful, slow to anger, and
abounding in steadfast love; and He relents over disaster” (Joel 2:13). God’s invitation and promise finds
its fullness in Jesus Christ, who personifies and accomplishes all that God declares. During this season of
Lent, we will consider the theme “Return to the Lord” and examine how the call to return played out in
practical ways for the people who walked alongside Christ as He demonstrated and carried out God’s
grace and mercy on our behalf, taking God’s wrath upon Himself, setting the stage for God to “turn and
relent, and leave a blessing behind Him” (Joel 2:14).
Each sermon in this series focuses on a particular event in the Passion, with a special focus on the people
involved in the event. Studying the events and people helps to connect the hearers with their own sinful
nature, to emphasize how we have turned away from the Lord, and to reinforce and rejoice in God’s call
for us to return to Him with all our heart.
March 3: "Return from Betrayal". 2 Samuel 15:12; 17:1-4 & John 18:1-11
March 10: "Return from False Witness". Leviticus 24:13-16 & Matthew 26:57-68
March 17: "Return from Denial". Luke 22:54-62
March 24: "Return to the Kingdom of God". John 18:28-38
Maundy Thursday [April 1]: "Return to the Table". Mark 14:12-26
Good Friday [April 2]: "Return to Truth". John 19:1-16
Easter Sunday [April 4]: “Return and See”. Matthew 28:1-10
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On one occasion, Jesus took Peter, James and John up
a high mountain to pray. Jesus often went by Himself
to pray, but this time He chose to take these select
disciples to witness something extraordinary. They
were about to witness the radiant glory of their Lord
Jesus Christ.

The disciples were weary and fell into a deep sleep
(Luke 9:32), but something stirred them to wake them
up. A dazzling light shone and the sound of voices
were heard, and when they were fully awake, the dis-
ciples saw that Jesus’ appearance was completely
transformed. His face shone like the sun, and His
clothes had become radiant, intensely white, beyond
what any bleach could make them (Mark 9:3).

As if it were not amazing enough, two men also ap-
peared with Him — Moses and Elijah — and they also
appeared in glory; it was not their own glory, but they
reflected God’s glory. This glory properly belonged to
Christ, who, as the only-begotten Son of God and as
the Word of God, shared in this glory with the Father,
before the foundations of the earth were laid (John
17:5).

But how could these dead men appear with Jesus in
glory like this? Were the disciples seeing just images
of these men? No, they were not seeing phantoms,
but the real patriarch and prophet, alive and con-
scious; they beheld, as if through an open doorway to
paradise, a small glimpse of the company of heaven,
and a testimony to the truth that our God is a God of
the living, not of the dead (Matt. 22:32; Mark 12:27).

The Glory of
God’s Children

The disciples not only saw these men with their eyes,
but they also heard them with their ears, speaking
with Jesus about the events that would soon take
place in Jerusalem. They were having a real conversa-
tion with Jesus about His departure, both from the
land of the living, which He would accomplish on the
cross, and from the world, which He would accom-
plish at His ascension into heaven when He would re-
turn to the Father. No wonder they wanted to discuss
these things with Jesus, since the Law (represented by
Moses) and the prophets (represented by Elijah) all
testify about Him.

The truth of His divinity

By displaying His glory this way to these select disci-
ples, Jesus established the truth of His divinity by the
testimony of three witnesses, adding their apostolic
testimony to that of the Law and the prophets. As
leader of the apostles, Peter proclaimed the truth of
Jesus’ true identity and divinity to the world. James
gained the honor of becoming the first among the
apostles to suffer martyrdom for the sake of his testi-
mony. And God chose John to testify to His glory in
Christ through his Gospel that “the Word became
flesh and dwelt among us, and we have seen his glory,
glory as of the only Son from the Father, full of grace
and truth” (John 1:14).

The apostles also witnessed the Father acknowledg-

ing His Son, Jesus, when a cloud enveloped and over-
shadowed them, and from the cloud came the voice

of the Father, saying, “This is my beloved Son . . . lis-

ten to him!” (Matt. 17:5).

Just as John the Baptist witnessed the unity of God in
three persons at the Baptism of Jesus in the Jordan
river, when the Father acknowledged the Son and the
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THE GLORY OF GOD’S CHILDREN continued

Holy Spirit, who descended in the form of a dove, so
the apostles witnessed the unity of the Trinity, as
again the Father acknowledged His beloved Son and
the Holy Spirit, who appeared in the form of the
cloud. For we should not imagine that this cloud
brought any darkness, like ordinary rain clouds do,
but that it was a cloud like that in the days of Moses,
which used to settle over the tent of meeting, as the
glory of the Lord filled the tabernacle.

In a few words in the apostles’ presence, God the Fa-
ther settles once and for all the true identity of Jesus.
He is not Moses or Elijah, or any of the prophets, as
some people were saying; for behold, Moses and Eli-
jah stood beside Him. No, He is as His Father says, His
Son. The apostles witness by sight and by hearing the
truth that the Father had revealed to Peter, who earli-
er by faith confessed to Jesus, “You are the Christ, the
Son of the living God” (Matt. 16:16).

Glorified in Jesus

The transfiguration displays the glory of the Christ.
Often, however, the participation of the saints in

His glory gets overlooked in this episode of the Gos-
pel. Their participation in Jesus’ glory has important
ramifications for all Christians. For although all glory
properly belongs to God alone, He also promises to
glorify those who believe. The believers’ reward, for
whom faith in Christ is accounted as righteousness,
includes beholding the glory of God and seeing His
face. In this way, the faithful will also be glorified.

Just as God allows the holy angels to partake in His
glory (Luke 2:9; 9:26), so He allows the saints to par-
take in the same glory. Jesus gives to His disciples the

glory that the Father gives Him (John 17:22; 1 Peter
5:1). Just as Jesus’ lowly body under which His divinity
was concealed on earth was glorified on the mount of
transfiguration, so our lowly bodies on the day of res-
urrection will be made like His glorious body (Phil.
3:21).

The apostle Paul says that God will give eternal life to
those who patiently do good and seek for glory, hon-
or and immortality (Rom. 2:6-7), not because we
should seek to receive these in this life or even think
that we deserve them in the next, but because we
know and believe that God promises these eternal
blessings as free gifts to those whom He justifies by
faith in Jesus Christ. For “those whom he justified he
also glorified” (Rom. 8:30).

Indeed, Christians may look forward with joyful antici-
pation to the promise of such glory as was manifested
in Moses and Elijah at the transfiguration. And in
hope of the fulfillment of this promise, Christians find
great consolation and strength to endure the trials of
this world: “For this light momentary affliction is pre-
paring for us an eternal weight of glory beyond all
comparison” (2 Cor. 4:17).

At the transfiguration, the Father identifies Jesus as
His Son. As adopted sons, we also have cause to re-
joice since, like the adopted sons Moses and Elijah,
we will live with Him in His glory. “The Spirit himself
bears witness with our spirit that we are children of
God, and if children, then heirs — heirs of God and
fellow heirs with Christ, provided we suffer with him
in order that we may also be glorified with him. For |
consider that the sufferings of this present time are
not worth comparing with the glory that is to be re-
vealed to us” (Rom. 8:16-18).

The Rev. Dr. Edward Naumann lives and serves in South Asia, as theological educator for The Lutheran

Church—Miissouri Synod.

Naumann, Edward., (2020, December 2). The Glory of God’s People. The Lutheran Witness. https://witness.lcms.org/2020/the-glory-of-gods-

children/
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Lutherans
For Life

Life Ruotes for March

March 7 “Whether you are five or 35 or 65, there will be days when it seems to you that God has
dropped it. When that happens, when the darkness threatens to close in on you, just go back to the sim-
ple truth that God taught you in your youth. Go back to the Word of Light, the Word that is Christ. ‘Jesus
loves me, this | know, for the Bible tells me so.” That will lighten the way for you, for us all.” Rev. Dr. Dale
A. Meyer, The Lutheran Hour — A Life Quote from Lutherans For Life * lutheransforlife.org

March 14 “Christ does not refuse our sense of tragedy or awareness of pain. He bears it in love, affirming
our condition, carrying our sorrows to the end, all the way to the heart of God.” Jill Carattini, Ravi Zacha-
rias International Ministries — A Life Quote from Lutherans For Life e lutheransforlife.org

March 21 “We affirm again and again that God handmade all people and Jesus died for all people. And
that means ALL lives are valuable and equally loved.” Michelle Bauman, Director of Y4Life for Lutherans
For Life — A Life Quote from Lutherans For Life * lutheransforlife.org

March 28 “Good Friday shows us—in case there was any doubt before—that something is wrong with
the world, something worth mourning deeply ... There will be a time when God wipes all of these tears
from our eyes. We are not there yet, but we can surely take heart in the knowledge that God is close to
the brokenhearted.” Derek Caldwell, Ravi Zacharias International Ministries — A Life Quote from Luther-
ans For Life ® [utheransforlife.org
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Announcements

Easter Flowers _ g .-

Orders are now being taken for Easter flowers. Flowers available this year are
Lilies, Hyacinths, Daffodils and Tulips. The price is $6.25 each. Please see the order form on
the double doors at the back of the sanctuary. All orders need to be placed by March 22.

2021 LWML Convention

Preparations: As with anyone “Running the Race ...,” we need to
prepare. Convention Host Committee Chairman, Ruth Thomas,
and members of the 2021 LWML Convention Host Committee
have done much planning and preparing for the 39" Biennial
LWML Convention in Lexington, Kentucky, June 24-27, 2021. Dur-
ing the convention, LWML’ers from across the country are coming to Lexington to hear inspiring speak-

ers, participate in Bible studies, and attend business sessions (which include the selection of mission
grants). They will also worship and have fellowship with their fellow LWML sisters. You are needed to
help make the convention run smoothly and assist those attending. Although the deadline was February
1, many positions still need volunteers. See the Call for Workers form at the LWML Indiana District web-
site, www.lwmlindiana.org, complete online or download the completed form and send to the Personnel

Data Management Chairman (address is on the form). Are you encouraging your friends and family
members to attend the convention as a worker? By working a minimum of eight hours, a worker will re-
ceive a discount on the registration fee. All workers will receive a special registration form and a discount
coupon in their Worker’s Packet. Be sure to use them when sending in your registration. Do you have
your LWML Convention Logo Polo Shirt? If you place an order by May 15, you can pick up your shirt at
the convention. See the winter Lutheran Woman’s Quarterly for hotel information and reserve a room.
Are you praying for the volunteers and all who will attend the convention, the delegates, guests, and
speakers? Pray for God’s blessings as together we are “Running the Race ... Looking to Jesus.”


http://www.lwmlindiana.org
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LWMIL Mite Goal Reached!!

52,100,000

To God be the Glory — LWML has reached is $2,100,000.00 mite goal for the 2019-2021
Biennium. All mission grants will be fully funded. More information about this can be
found at https://bit.ly/2NpKxM6.

LWML Noisy Mite Weekend @@

Mite giving for the LWML Ohio District mission goal of $200,000 for 2020-2022 is & =
lagging. We will have a noisy mite offering during the weekend of March 20/21. ,
Please remember mites can be deposited in the large wooden mite box at any time Aﬁgu\’m

or donations may be made at http://lwmlohio.org. Continue to pray for the mission
work of the LWML.

¥ ARE YOU FEEDING YOUR MITE BOX?

2 Please remember to feed your mite box or use the donate button at http://
g‘ Iwmlohio.org to continue to support the mission work of the LWML. Just follow the
itV ites . . . . , . .
=P directions on the page remembering to list St. Paul’s, Painesville as your church and

Northeast as your zone.

2021 Prayer Service

‘T pih
The LWML Northeast Zone Prayer Service (“He Prayed With Them” % ‘p{\?%’ *«g
based on Acts 20:36b) will be held on March 6. This uplifting service will —AX
be hosted by St. Paul’s, but will be held at Faith, Mentor (8125 Mentor HQ Pmyed

Avenue) to enable live streaming of the service to those who are unable N\ « ;:5
to attend the service in person. There will be no registration fee as no i;,
Acts 20:36b

brunch or meal will be served. For those choosing to attend in person,

doors will open at 9:30 AM and the service will begin at 10 AM. Masks

are required and safe distancing will be observed. Mites will be collected. Live streaming will be available
at https://youtu.be/fIHECSA9PTM. You may join the link any time after 8:55, although there will be very
little activity until around 9:45. The link and the worship folder is also available at http://lIwmlohio.org >
Our Zones > Northeast > Coming Events. Contact Billie Lelle with any questions you may have.


http://lwmlohio.org
https://bit.ly/2NpKxM6?fbclid=IwAR2JIF5Gox8fkt8E1ewPgkTMkZcKSGSLqi4iv024TdizS-yWc4jWDlJRdhc
http://lwmlohio.org
http://lwmlohio.org
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Jail Bibles Update

The jail bibles were delivered earlier this month to the Lake County Jail.
The Jail supervisor asked that | relay his thanks for the Bibles we provid-
ed. He was grateful for them and is praying that they will do some good

for the inmates. It was determined that we could supply the Bible cheat

sheets (sheets that help walk them through the Bible) but we were not
permitted to paste them inside the bibles. The reason for this is that each bible must be inspected
for contraband and the inspection would have resulted in the sheets being torn out.

Here are a few photos to help
put this large Outreach project in
perspective...

Many thanks to all who donated
to the money needed to make
this project a success,

Kristl McConnell

Greeting Cards

The Outreach Committee would like thank everyone who has purchased

fy ‘ our greeting cards. The rack was getting quite empty!! It has been re-
‘ supplied and several new card designs are on order. Watch for new sup-

plies to be added in the next few weeks.

Draw near to G&d/

and He will draw near to

| ‘ 3
| James 4:8
n | -
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Movie Nights Are Back!?!?!?

At our last meeting, the Outreach Committee developed a plan on how we can safely social-distance at

movie nights. To help us put Christ’s sacrifice for us in perspective, we will be showing Mel Gibson'’s,

“The Passion of the Christ.” This movie is rated R for violent content and not recommended for children.

It is an immensely powerful movie of Christ’s arrest, crucifixion, and resurrection. We hope you will join

us on the Friday before Holy Week, March 26" at 7 p.m. to watch this film. Pre-packaged snacks and

drinks will be available for nominal prices.
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The Passion of the Christ
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St. Paul’s Movie Event —

Mel Gibson’s “The Passion of the Christ!!”

March 26" at 7 p.m.
Free Admission

Movie Description: This film primarily covers the final twelve hours be-
fore Jesus' death, consisting of the Passion, hence the title of the film. It
begins with the Agony in the Garden of Olives (or Gethsemane), the be-
trayal of Judas Iscariot, the brutal Scourging at the Pillar, the suffering of
the Blessed Virgin Mary as prophesied by Simeon, the crucifixion and
death of Christ, and ends with a brief depiction of His Resurrection. The
film includes flashbacks to particular moments in Christ's life, some of
which are Biblically based, such as The Last Supper and The Sermon on
the Mount, and others that are artistic license, such as when Mary com-
forts Jesus and the scene where Jesus is crafting a table.

A concession stand will serve the following eats and drinks at minimal
prices:

Candy Bars Pop

Cookies Water

Potato Chips

NOTE: This film is rated R due to the portrayal of Christ’s suffering and
is not recommended for small children.

Join the Outreach Committee and invite your friends to a movie that
will jump start you into Holy Week!!!
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1)

2)
3)

4)

5)

6)
7)
8)
9)

CHURCH& N COUNCIL

February Meeting Notes

Pastor's Report: Pastor reported making 22calls and 4 shut-in visits and performed 2 baptisms. He
also announced Ash Wednesday and mid-week Lenten services schedule, with no meals or pastoral
rotations this year.

President's Report: Aaron said we need to continue to pray for our members during the pandemic.
Treasurer's Report: Russ reported offerings were up slightly in Jan .as compared to last year (51,119)
and that for the fiscal year (7/1/20-1/31/21) contributions were down ($1,049) from the same previ-
ous period with expenses up $412.

Education Report: Attendance for Sunday school and Adult Bible classes were down slightly in Jan.
Committee is considering replacing carnations with homemade flowers for Mother's Day services.
Preschool Report: Preschool resumed classes Jan. 4 with no reported cases of Covid of students or
staff. 3 new students have enrolled in Jan. Parent/Teacher conferences will be the 1st week of
March. Board has voted to keep school open as long as enrollment is at least 40. Amy still planning
to offer online registration. Board hopes to come up with better promotion ideas and fundraisers.
Elder's Report: None.

Stewardship Report: Matt said he would work with Outreach committee on developing activities.
Financial Secty report: Jenn reported needing Counters for Feb. & May.

Outreach Report: Kristi reported the jail won't accept glued-in quick references Bible verses, but
could hand them out in envelopes with Bibles. Kristi said committee would work with Stewardship
on potential future projects.

10)Buildings & Grounds: Joe reported making several lighting and drain repairs. He also said some verti-

cal siding came loose and took off the preschool banner--temporally repaired and that some shingle
tabs are missing-will replace when weather allows. Lighting behind the cross at front of sanctuary to
be replaced soon.

11) Membership Secretary Report: Dennis reported Contributions were up in Jan from last year. Contri-

bution statements are distributed and new offering envelopes are out for pickup.
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CHURCH COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES continued

Old Business:

1) Office computer: Updated license for computer in office has been purchased & installed.

2) Synod Convention proposal: We received verification Synod has received our electronic vote to ap-
prove its proposal to delay this year's District and next year's Synod Conventions by 1 year respec-
tively. Vote results to be announced in Feb.

New Business:

1) Ash Wednesday & Lenten services: Pastor announced Ash Wednesday service would be Feb. 17 @
7pm with Communion but no ashes or supper. Mid-week Lenten services would be on Wednesdays
@ 7pm thru March 24. There will not be rotation of pastors this year.

2) Easter services will be Saturday evening and Sunday morning @ 9:30. There will not be a Sunrise ser-
vice--plans for Sunday school & Bible classes to be determined.

Next Meeting: Due to Lenten services, next meeting is April 7 @ 6:30pm.
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From the Preschool

PR SCHOOL  2021-2022 Preschool Registration

Registration for St. Paul’s Preschool 2021-2022 school year will be

., opening soon. If you are interested in your child attending St. Paul’s
K1)

INTDSEED ) preschool in the fall please pick up a registration form which can be
Registration found in the wooded magazine rack at the back of the church next to
the double doors. Registration for current preschool families will begin
on February 8th with open registration beginning February 22nd. Once open registration begins clas-
ses will be filled as registration forms are received. If you have any questions please contact Mrs.
Marizek at 440-354-3000. If you know someone who has a preschool aged child please pass a regis-
tration form on to them

OSLS Kindergarten Registration
Our 9 9

Shepherd It is time to start thinking about Kindergarten!! Our Shepherd Lutheran
LUTHERAN SCHOOL Schoolisinviting currently enrolled families, associate and affiliate
A Great Place To Grow. church families, and inquiring families with potential Kindergarteners

to our Kindergarten Information Meeting on Saturday, February 13,
2021, at 10:00 a.m. This meeting is for parents/guardians only; we are asking that children remain at
home. The registration will be first-come, first-scheduled to the first 10 families; please email our Ad-
missions Department at Admissions@OSLpainesville.org to register to attend.

If you are unable to attend, please email the admissions department to receive an information pack-
et.


mailto:Admissions@OSLpainesville.org
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9 9090 909009 99060 909
March B irthdays

John Galayda 2nd Don Bennington 22th Rich Szoradi 29th
Suzanne Luther 2nd Laurie Srebernak 26th Sandy Heckler 29th
Debbi Davis 6th

Russ & Karen Tuttle 49 years on Mar 4
Frank & Laura Vosicky 22 years on Mar 27 ot 141

Altar Flowers

Is there a special someone, date, or event you would like to celebrate, honor or remember. A great
way to do that is with Altar Flowers. The Altar Flower Chart is posted on the wall next to the double
doors leading out of the sanctuary. All you have to do is sign up next to the appropriate weekend.
Be sure to print clearly what occasion is being honored and who the flowers are given by. Altar flow-
ers are $30.00. This can be placed in an envelope labeled “Altar Flowers” and the date of the week-
end, then place in the collection plate.
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Those Who Serve: March 2021

ELDERS:

]

6:00 P Saturday Aaron Lindrose

9:30 A Sunday Craig McConnell & Eric West

LEc Rs= Let | m pi out f/ﬁrkneg'
03-06-21 6:00 P Saturday Pastor Sundbom
03-07-21 9:30 A Sunday Kathleen Pennell

03-13-21 6:00 P Saturday Frank McVan

03-14-21 9:30 A Sunday Jack Lelle

03-20-21 6:00 P Saturday Pastor Sundbom

03-21-21 9:30 A Sunday Eric West

03-27-21 6:00 P Saturday Frank McVan

03-28-21 9:30 A Sunday Ken Chaffe

COUNTERS:

Jenn Drake, Billie Lelle

GREETERS:

6:00 P Saturday
9:30 A Sunday

sheet loca¥
-\-he bGCk

Sign-up
doors at
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