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“I was glad when they said to me  
‘Let us go to the house of the Lord’” Psalm 122:1 

 
Paul D. Sundbom, Pastor 
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Should I Take Communion Today? 

In the sacrament of the Lord’s Supper (also known as Holy Communion), our Lord Jesus  
Christ gives us his own body and blood for the forgiveness of our sins. His living presence brings 
salvation and strength for the new life in Him. As Christians partake of this sacrament together, they 
make a solemn public confession of Christ and of unity in the truth of His Gospel. We     therefore invite 
all who share the confession of the Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod to participate in the blessings of 
the Lord’s Supper and make this public confession with us. All who plan to come to the Lord’s Table 
should examine themselves as the apostle Paul urges in 1 Corinthians 11. We are to see whether: 

• we are sorry for our sins 

• we believe in our Savior Jesus and in His words in the Sacrament 

• we plan, with the help of the Holy Spirit, to change our sinful lives 

Our desire is not to exclude anyone from this sacrament, but to make a witness to our unity in the true 
faith. For that reason, we respectfully request that you would refrain from participating in the Lord’s 
Supper today if you: 

• are not sure what it means 

• are unforgiving, refusing to be reconciled with someone 

• have not been instructed in the Lutheran faith 

• hold to the teachings of another denomination 

We make such a request because we are concerned for your well-being. The Bible teaches that 
“anyone who eats and drinks without recognizing the body of the Lord eats and drinks judgment on 
himself” (1 Corinthians 11: 27—29). In Christian love for our neighbor, we do not want anyone to 
participate in this sacrament to his or her spiritual harm. In the Lutheran Church, we are united in the 
belief that when Jesus says, “This is my body…This is my blood” (Matthew 26: 26, 28), He is speaking 
the truth. In faith we “recognize the body of the Lord.” To participate without doing so is spiritually 
damaging. 

Holy Scripture also records Jesus saying, “If you do not forgive men their sins, your Father will not 
forgive your sins” (Matthew 6: 15). We are not allowed to help ourselves to God’s forgiveness while 
planning to withhold it from our neighbor. This attitude reveals that one does not really believe that 
God has granted forgiveness in Jesus Christ. 

Further, the Bible informs us that “Whenever you eat this bread and drink this cup, you proclaim the 
Lord’s death until he comes” (1 Corinthians 11: 26). While the Lord’s Supper is a personal matter, it is 
not private. Participation in the Lord’s Supper at this altar is a public act. By participating, one says, “I 
believe as you believe.” In order to say that with integrity, it is necessary to know Lutheran teaching. 
Our pastor would be happy to assist you in gaining this knowledge through classes or in personal 
instruction in the Word of God.  

Finally, denominational and doctrinal differences matter. The Bible teaches that the earliest 
Christians “devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching and to the fellowship, to the breaking of 
bread and to prayer” (Acts 2: 42). Communicating the message of Jesus Christ correctly was a top 
priority of the early Church. It is a sad reality that today there are serious divisions within the Christian 
Church over matters of doctrine. We cannot pretend to judge the hearts of individual Christians. 
Neither can we pretend that differences in denominational teaching are unimportant. These doctrinal 
differences have real-life consequences in faith and practice. Again, our desire is not to exclude anyone 
from this sacrament, but to make a witness to our unity in the true faith. 

 



 
 

The First Sunday in Advent 
November 27 & 28, 2021 
Divine Service, Setting Four 

 

OPENING HYMN  331 LSB “The Advent of Our King” 

 

 
 

5 Before the dawning day Let sin’s dark deeds be gone, 

The sinful self be put away, The new self now put on. 
 

Stand ↑  
6 All glory to the Son, Who comes to set us free, 

With Father, Spirit, ever one Through all eternity. 
 

Public domain 
 

The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism. 

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION 
P  In the name of the Father of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C  Amen. 
 

P  Our help is in the name of the Lord. 

C  who made heaven and earth 
 



 
 

P  If You, O Lord, kept a record of sins, O Lord, who could stand? 

C  But with You there is forgiveness; therefore You are feared. 
 

P  Since we are gathered to hear God’s Word, call upon Him in 

prayer and praise, and receive the body and blood of our Lord 

Jesus Christ in the fellowship of this altar, let us first consider 

our unworthiness and confess before God and one another that 

we have sinned in thought, word, and deed, and that we cannot 

free ourselves from our sinful condition.  Together as His people 

let us take refuge in the infinite mercy of God, our heavenly 

Father, seeking His grace for the sake of Christ, and saying: 

“God, be merciful to me, a sinner.” 

C  Almighty God, have mercy upon us, forgive us our sins, and 

lead us to everlasting life.  Amen. 
 

P  Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and 

for His sake forgives you all your sins. As a called and ordained 

servant of Christ, and by His authority, I therefore forgive you 

all your sins in the name of the Father and of the † Son and of 

the Holy Spirit. 

C  Amen. 
 

INTROIT (spoken responsively 
 

Behold, your king is coming to you; 

righteous and having salvation. 

Who in the skies can be compared to the LORD? 

Who among the heavenly beings is like the LORD? 

Righteousness and justice are the foundation of your throne; 

steadfast love and faithfulness go before you. 



 
 

Blessèd are the people who know the festal shout, 

who walk, O LORD, in the light of your face, 

who exult in your name all the day 

and in your righteousness are exalted. 

For our shield belongs to the LORD, 

our king to the Holy One of Israel. 

Glory be to the Father and to the Son 

and to the Holy Spirit; 

as it was in the beginning, 

is now, and will be forever. Amen. 

Behold, your king is coming to you; 

righteous and having salvation. 
 

KYRIE – Lord Have Mercy  

 
 

PRAYER (Collect) OF THE DAY 
P  The Lord be with You 

C  And also with you. 
 

P  Let us pray 

C  Stir up Your power, O Lord, and come, that by Your protection 

we may be rescued from the threatening perils of our sins and 

saved by Your mighty deliverance; for You live and reign with 

the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 
 

Sit↓ 

OLD TESTAMENT READING     Jeremiah 33:14–16 



 
 

 

14“Behold, the days are coming, declares the LORD, when I will 

fulfill the promise I made to the house of Israel and the house of 

Judah. 15In those days and at that time I will cause a righteous 

Branch to spring up for David, and he shall execute justice and 

righteousness in the land.  
16In those days Judah will be saved and Jerusalem will dwell 

securely. And this is the name by which it will be called: ‘The LORD 

is our righteousness.’” 
 

R  This is the Word of the Lord. 

C  Thanks be to God. 
 

EPISTLE READING     1 Thessalonians 3:9–13 
 

9What thanksgiving can we return to God for you, for all the joy 

that we feel for your sake before our God,  
10as we pray most earnestly night and day that we may see you face 

to face and supply what is lacking in your faith? 
11Now may our God and Father himself, and our Lord Jesus, 

direct our way to you, 12and may the Lord make you increase and 

abound in love for one another and for all, as we do for you, 13so 

that he may establish your hearts blameless in holiness before our 

God and Father, at the coming of our Lord Jesus with all his saints. 
 

 

R  This is the Word of the Lord. 

C  Thanks be to God. 
 

Stand ↑ 

ALLELUIA AND VERSE 



 
 

 

 

 

 
 

HOLY GOSPEL READING     Luke 21:25-36 
 

P  The Holy Gospel according St. Luke, the 21st Chapter. 

C  Glory to You, O Lord 
 

25 [Jesus said] “And there will be signs in sun and moon and stars, 

and on the earth distress of nations in perplexity because of the 

roaring of the sea and the waves, 26people fainting with fear and 

with foreboding of what is coming on the world. For the powers of 

the heavens will be shaken. 27And then they will see the Son of Man 

coming in a cloud with power and great glory. 28Now when these 

things begin to take place, straighten up and raise your heads, 

because your redemption is drawing near.” 
29And he told them a parable: “Look at the fig tree, and all the trees. 
30As soon as they come out in leaf, you see for yourselves and know 

that the summer is already near. 31So also, when you see these 



 
 

things taking place, you know that the kingdom of God is near. 
32Truly, I say to you, this generation will not pass away until all has 

taken place. 33Heaven and earth will pass away, but my words will 

not pass away. 
34“But watch yourselves lest your hearts be weighed down with 

dissipation and drunkenness and cares of this life, and that day 

come upon you suddenly like a trap. 35For it will come upon all 

who dwell on the face of the whole earth. 36But stay awake at all 

times, praying that you may have strength to escape all these things 

that are going to take place, and to stand before the Son of Man.” 
 

P  This is the Gospel of the Lord 

C  Praise to You, O Christ 
 

NICENE CREED 

I believe in one God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and 

earth and of all things visible and invisible. 
 

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God, 

begotten of His Father before all worlds, God of God, Light of 

Light, very God of very God, begotten, not made, being of one 

substance with the Father, by whom all things were made; who 

for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven and 

was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary and was 

made man; and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate.  He 

suffered and was buried.  And the third day He rose again 

according to the Scriptures and ascended into heaven and sits at 

the right hand of the Father.  And He will come again with glory 

to judge both the living and the dead, whose kingdom will have 



 
 

no end. 
 

And I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and giver of life, who 

proceeds from the Father and the Son, who with the Father and 

the Son together is worshiped and glorified, who spoke by the 

prophets.  And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic 

Church, I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, 

and I look for the resurrection of the dead and the life of the 

world to come. Amen. 
 

Sit↓ 

SERMON HYMN  332 LSB “Savior of the Nations, Come” 

 

 

 
 

5 God the Father was His source,  

Back to God He ran His course. 



 
 

Into hell His road went down, 

Back then to His throne and crown. 
 

6 For You are the Father’s Son 

Who in flesh the vict’ry won. 

By Your mighty pow’r make whole 

All our ills of flesh and soul. 
 

7 From the manger newborn light 

Shines in glory through the night. 

Darkness there no more resides; 

In this light faith now abides. 
 

Stand ↑ 

8 Glory to the Father sing, 

Glory to the Son, our king, 

Glory to the Spirit be 

Now and through eternity. 
 

© 2006 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission.; © 1978 Concordia Publishing House. Used 

by permission. 

Public domain 
 

Sit↓ 

MESSAGE “Days More Important Than Others” Jeremiah 33:14-16 
Pastor Paul Sundbom 

 

Stand ↑ 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH  
(each petition concludes) 

P  Lord, in your mercy,  

C  Hear our prayer. 
 



 
 

SERVICE OF THE SACRAMENT 

PREFACE 
P  The Lord be with you. 

C  And also with you. 
 

P  Lift up your hearts. 

C  We lift them to the Lord. 
 

P  Let us give thanks to the lord our God. 

C  It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 
 

P  It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times 

and in all places give thanks to You, O Lord, holy Father, 

almighty and everlasting God, for the countless blessings You so 

freely bestow on us and all creation. Above all, we give thanks 

for Your boundless love shown to us when You sent Your only-

begotten Son, Jesus Christ, into our flesh and laid on Him our 

sin, giving Him into death that we might not die eternally. 

Because He is now risen from the dead and lives and reigns to 

all eternity, all who believe in Him will overcome sin and death 

and will rise again to new life. Therefore with angels and 

archangels and with all the company of heaven we laud and 

magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising You and 

saying: 
 

SANCTUS 

 



 
 

 

 

 
 

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING 
P  Blessed are You, O Lord our God, king of all creation, for You 

have had mercy on us and given Your only-begotten Son that 

whoever believes in Him should not perish but have eternal life.  

In Your boundless mercy You sent Your servant, John the Baptist, 

to proclaim that in Christ the kingdom of heaven draws near. 

With thankful hearts we pray, "Come, Lord Jesus," confident that in 

His body and blood, given us to eat and drink, we receive the 

forgiveness of sins and so proclaim His death until He comes again 

in glory. 

Hear us as we pray in His name and as He has taught us: 
 

LORD'S PRAYER 
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy 

kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give 

us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we 



 
 

forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into 

temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom 

and the power and the glory Forever and ever.  Amen. 
 

THE WORDS OF OUR LORD 

P  Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took 

bread, and when He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it 

to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is My body, which is 

given for you. This do in remembrance of Me.” 
 

In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when 

He had given thanks, He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all 

of you; this cup is the new testament in My blood, which is shed 

for you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you drink 

it, in remembrance of Me.” 
 

PAX DOMINI The Peace of the Lord 

P  The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

C  Amen. 
 

AGNUS DEI Lamb of God 

 

 



 
 

 

 
 

Sit↓ 

DISTRIBUTION 
 

HYMN  629 LSB “What Is This  Bread” 

 

 

 



 
 

 
 

© 1991 Fred and Jean Baue. Used by permission. 
 

Stand↑ 

NUNC DIMITTIS Song of Simeon 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

 
 

POST-COMMUNION COLLECT  
P  Let us pray….  Gracious God, our heavenly Father, You have 

given us a foretaste of the feast to come in the Holy Supper of 

Your Son's body and blood. Keep us firm in the true faith 

throughout our days of pilgrimage that, on the day of His 

coming, we may, together with all Your saints, celebrate the 

marriage feast of the Lamb in His kingdom which has no end; 

through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns 

with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C  Amen. 
 

BENEDICTION 

P  Let us bless the Lord 

C  Thanks be to God 
 

P  The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and give you peace. 

C Amen. 
 

Sit↓ 

CLOSING HYMN   
350 LSB “Come, Thou Precious Ransom, Come” 



 
 

 

 

 

 
 

Public domain 
 

SILENT PRAYER 
 

Acknowledgments: Divine Service, Setting Four from Lutheran Service Book © 2006 Concordia 

Publishing House. Reprinted with permission.  Unless otherwise indicated, all scripture quotations 

are from The Holy Bible, English Standard Version, copyright © 2001 by Crossway Bibles, a division of 

Good News Publishers. Used by permission. All rights reserved. Created by Lutheran Service Builder 

© 2006 Concordia Publishing House. 

 

 

 

 



 
 

Those Who Serve This Weekend 
Proclaimer:   Pastor Paul Sundbom 

Organist:   Matthew Chaffe 

Counters:   Jeff Troutman 

Altar flowers are given this weekend by the Gretchen Tracy to wish the 

congregation peace, happiness and many blessings. 
 

In Our Prayers This Week 
Harold & Margie (Pete) Dennison, Casey DeRito, Cheryl deWit, Andy 

Kujala, Eddie Kujala, Judy Ladany, Brenda Lawson, Kay Lucas, Don Luther, 

Harriett McConnell, Frank McVan, Bradley and Lisa Miller, Diane 

Rothaermel, Marie Rusnak, John Schmikla, Shut-ins: Noel Benoit 
 

Attendance & Contributions 
Worship Attendance (Nov 20 & 21, 2021):  42 

Weekly Financial Update: Budget Actual Over / (Under) 

Last Week (Nov 21) 3,400 2,277 (1,123) 

Year-to-date (21 Week) 71,400 65,382 (6,018) 
 

Calendar for the Week of Nov 29 – Dec 5 
Monday 29 – Preschool Resumes 

Tuesday 30 –  Choir Practice 7:00pm 

Wednesday 1 – Council Meeting 6:30 pm 

Thursday 2 – Virtual Bible Study 7:00 pm 

 Confirmation Class 8:00 pm 

Saturday 4 – Worship Service 6:00 pm 

Sunday 5 – Adult Bible Study 8:30 am 

 Worship Service 9:30 am 

 Children’s Sunday School 10:45 am 

 Adult Bible Study 10:45 am 

 



 
 

Announcements 
 

It’s Poinsettia Time 
There are two more weekend left to order your Poinsettias for Christmas. Poinsettias will 

again be used to decorate the altar for Christmas. As in the past you will be able take them 

home after Christmas. The cost for each is $6.25. The colors available this year are: red, white, 

pink, marble (pink & white), and jingle bells (red & white). The order sheet has been posted on 

the doors at the back of the sanctuary. Please place your check in the offering plate marked 

"Poinsettias". The last day to order is Sunday, December 5th. Please note that the price per 

poinsettia has increased due to a price increase in pot covers. 

 

Greeting Cards 
There are still greeting cards available to help support Outreach’s greeting card fundraiser. You 

can purchase a card for friends or family members having special events such as a Birthday or 

Anniversary. There are uplifting Christian cards for those in need of encouragement and 

prayers. There are also boxes Thanksgiving and Christmas cards. Individual cards are 50 cents 

apiece. The box sets are priced as marked. Just place your payment in an offering envelope 

supplied on the greeting card rack and add it in the Offering plate during church service. 

Proceeds will go toward building an Outreach budget for future Outreach event expenses. 

 

The St. Paul’s Celebration Choir                 

Is returning to sing at the 5pm Christmas Eve Service. This is a choir made up of anyone, any 

age (youth thru adult) who is interested. We encourage you to come join us! You will be 

warmly welcomed!  Talk to Marlyss Sekki for any other information or to let her know you 

would like to be part of the Choir 

Rehearsals will be right after the 9:30am service on Dec. 5, 12 & 19.  See you there! 

 

St. Paul's Giving Tree 
As the weather turns colder and the snow begins to fly, St. Paul's is once again collecting hats, 

gloves, mittens, scarves, and even socks, underwear, sweatpants and shirts for adults and 

children! Please consider bringing in your donations for the Giving Tree! We will be collecting 

these items through January 2, 2022. Donations will be sent to Project Hope (new clothing 

only), The Hope Chest, Salvation Army and Sub Zero Mission! Drop off items in the large box 

next to the tree in the back of the sanctuary. Thank you for helping! 

 

 

 



 
 

 

 

 
 

 


