
 
 

Holy Week Series 
Easter Sunday:  Return and See 

 

 



Should I Take Communion Today? 

In the sacrament of the Lord’s Supper (also known as Holy Communion), our Lord Jesus  
Christ gives us his own body and blood for the forgiveness of our sins. His living presence brings salvation and 
strength for the new life in Him. As Christians partake of this sacrament together, they make a solemn public 
confession of Christ and of unity in the truth of His Gospel. We therefore invite all who share the confession of 
the Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod to participate in the blessings of the Lord’s Supper and make this public 
confession with us. All who plan to come to the Lord’s Table should examine themselves as the apostle Paul 
urges in 1 Corinthians 11. We are to see whether: 

• we are sorry for our sins 

• we believe in our Savior Jesus and in His words in the Sacrament 

• we plan, with the help of the Holy Spirit, to change our sinful lives 
 Our desire is not to exclude anyone from this sacrament, but to make a witness to our unity in the true faith. 
For that reason, we respectfully request that you would refrain from participating in the Lord’s Supper today if 
you: 

• are not sure what it means 

• are unforgiving, refusing to be reconciled with someone 

• have not been instructed in the Lutheran faith 

• hold to the teachings of another denomination 
 
We make such a request because we are concerned for your well-being. The Bible teaches that “anyone who 
eats and drinks without recognizing the body of the Lord eats and drinks judgment on himself” (1 Corinthians 
11: 27—29). In Christian love for our neighbor, we do not want anyone to participate in this sacrament to his 
or her spiritual harm. In the Lutheran Church, we are united in the belief that when Jesus says, “This is my 
body…This is my blood” (Matthew 26: 26, 28), He is speaking the truth. In faith we “recognize the body of the 
Lord.” To participate without doing so is spiritually damaging. 

Holy Scripture also records Jesus saying, “If you do not forgive men their sins, your Father will not forgive 
your sins” (Matthew 6: 15). We are not allowed to help ourselves to God’s forgiveness while planning to 
withhold it from our neighbor. This attitude reveals that one does not really believe that God has granted 
forgiveness in Jesus Christ. 

Further, the Bible informs us that “Whenever you eat this bread and drink this cup, you proclaim the Lord’s 
death until he comes” (1 Corinthians 11: 26). While the Lord’s Supper is a personal matter, it is not private. 
Participation in the Lord’s Supper at this altar is a public act. By participating, one says, “I believe as you 
believe.” In order to say that with integrity, it is necessary to know Lutheran teaching. Our pastor would be 
happy to assist you in gaining this knowledge through classes or in personal instruction in the Word of God.  

Finally, denominational and doctrinal differences matter. The Bible teaches that the earliest Christians 
“devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching and to the fellowship, to the breaking of bread and to prayer” 
(Acts 2: 42). Communicating the message of Jesus Christ correctly was a top priority of the early Church. It is a 
sad reality that today there are serious divisions within the Christian Church over matters of doctrine. We 
cannot pretend to judge the hearts of individual Christians. Neither can we pretend that differences in 
denominational teaching are unimportant. These doctrinal differences have real-life consequences in faith and 
practice. Again, our desire is not to exclude anyone from this sacrament, but to make a witness to our unity in 
the true faith. 

 
 



The Resurrection of Our Lord 
April 4, 2021 

 

RINGING OF THE BELLS 
 

CHOIR ANTHEM:  “He Is Not Here” 
 

ENTRANCE OF THE PASCHAL CANDLE: 
 

OPENING HYMN:  457 LSB “Jesus Christ is Risen Today” 
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Stand ↑ 

EASTER LITANY:  
 



P  In the name of the Father and of the † Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C  Amen. 
 

P  Jesus Christ is risen! 

C  He is risen indeed!  Alleluia! 
 

P  The stone has been rolled away 

C  The tomb is empty 
 

P  The women have told the disciples 

C  The disciples have returned to see 
 

P  The Lord lives 

C  Never to die again 
 

P  The victory has been won 

C  Death has been defeated 
 

P  The stone has been rolled away 

C  Our faith is built on this foundation 
 

P  This is the day that the Lord has made; 

C  let us rejoice and be glad in it. 
 

P  Alleluia! Christ is risen! 

C  He is risen indeed! Alleluia! 
 

CONFESSION & ABSOLUTION: 
 

P  Returning to You, O Lord, we confess our sins to You, trusting 

in the fulfilment of Your promise, “I will forgive their iniquity, and 

I will remember their sin no more” 

C  We confess our sin to You, O Lord.  We have done wrong in 

Your eyes. We have neglected to do what is good and right for our 



neighbors.  Our hearts have been drawn to other lords and other 

gods.  For our sin we do not deserve Your love or Your 

forgiveness. Turn to us, Lord, and forgive us according to Your 

steadfast love and abundant mercy for the sake of our risen Lord 

Jesus Christ. 
 

P  The Lord is risen! Your sins are forgiven! The Lord has 

swallowed up death forever!  Almighty God in His mercy has 

given His Son to die for you and for His sake forgives you all your 

sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His 

authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the 

Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C  Alleluia and Amen. 
 

Sit↓ 

HYMN: 461 LSB “I Know That My Redeemer Lives” 

 

 

 
 



5 He lives to silence all my fears; 

He lives to wipe away my tears; 

He lives to calm my troubled heart; 

He lives all blessings to impart. 
 

6 He lives, my kind, wise, heav’nly friend; 

He lives and loves me to the end; 

He lives, and while He lives, I’ll sing; 

He lives, my Prophet, Priest, and King. 
 

7 He lives and grants me daily breath; 

He lives, and I shall conquer death; 

He lives my mansion to prepare; 

He lives to bring me safely there. 
 

8 He lives, all glory to His name! 

He lives, my Jesus, still the same; 

Oh, the sweet joy this sentence gives: 

I know that my Redeemer lives! 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY: 
 

P  The Lord be with you 

C  And also with you. 
 

P  Let us pray together:   

C  Almighty God the Father, through Your only-begotten Son, 

Jesus Christ, You have overcome death and opened the gate of 

everlasting life to us. Grant that we, who celebrate with joy the 

day of our Lord’s resurrection, may be raised from the death of 

sin by Your life-giving Spirit; through Jesus Christ, our Lord, 



who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now 

and forever.  Amen. 
 

OLD TESTAMENT READING:  Isaiah 25:6-9 
 

6On this mountain the LORD of hosts will make for all peoples a 

feast of rich food, a feast of well-aged wine, of rich food full of 

marrow, of aged wine well refined.  7And he will swallow up on 

this mountain the covering that is cast over all peoples, the veil that 

is spread over all nations.  8He will swallow up death forever; and 

the Lord GOD will wipe away tears from all faces, and the reproach 

of his people he will take away from all the earth, for the LORD has 

spoken.  9It will be said on that day, “Behold, this is our God; we 

have waited for him, that he might save us.  This is the LORD; we 

have waited for him; let us be glad and rejoice in his salvation.” 
 

R  This is the Word of the Lord 

C  Thanks be to God 
 

INTROIT: Spoken Responsively 
 

I will sing to the LORD, for he has triumphed gloriously; 

the horse and his rider he has thrown into the sea. 

The LORD is my strength and my song, 

and he has become my salvation. 

Your right hand, O LORD, glorious in power, 

your right hand, O Lord, shatters the enemy. 

You have led in your steadfast love the people whom you have 

redeemed; 

you have guided them by your strength to your holy abode. 

You will bring them in and plant them on your own mountain, 

the place, O Lord, which you have made for your abode, 



the sanctuary, O Lord, which your hands have established. 

The Lord will reign forever and ever. 

Glory be to the Father and to the Son 

and to the Holy Spirit; 

as it was in the beginning, 

is now, and will be forever.  Amen. 

I will sing to the LORD, for he has triumphed gloriously; 

the horse and his rider he has thrown into the sea. 
 

EPISTLE READING:  1 Corinthians 15:1-11 
 

1Now I would remind you, brothers, of the gospel I preached to 

you, which you received, in which you stand, 2and by which you 

are being saved, if you hold fast to the word I preached to you—

unless you believed in vain. 
3For I delivered to you as of first importance what I also received: 

that Christ died for our sins in accordance with the Scriptures, 4that 

he was buried, that he was raised on the third day in accordance 

with the Scriptures, 5and that he appeared to Cephas, then to the 

twelve. 6Then he appeared to more than five hundred brothers at 

one time, most of whom are still alive, though some have fallen 

asleep. 7Then he appeared to James, then to all the apostles. 8Last of 

all, as to one untimely born, he appeared also to me. 9For I am the 

least of the apostles, unworthy to be called an apostle, because I 

persecuted the church of God. 10But by the grace of God I am what I 

am, and his grace toward me was not in vain. On the contrary, I 

worked harder than any of them, though it was not I, but the grace 

of God that is with me. 11Whether then it was I or they, so we 

preach and so you believed. 
 

R  This is the Word of the Lord 



C  Thanks be to God 
 

Stand ↑ 

EASTER GOSPEL:  Matthew 28:1-10 
 

P  The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the twenty-eighth 

chapter  

C  Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

1Now after the Sabbath, toward the dawn of the first day of the 

week, Mary Magdalene and the other Mary went to see the tomb. 
2And behold, there was a great earthquake, for an angel of the Lord 

descended from heaven and came and rolled back the stone and sat 

on it. 3His appearance was like lightning, and his clothing white as 

snow. 4And for fear of him the guards trembled and became like 

dead men. 5But the angel said to the women, “Do not be afraid, for I 

know that you seek Jesus who was crucified. 6He is not here, for he 

has risen, as he said. Come, see the place where he lay. 7Then go 

quickly and tell his disciples that he has risen from the dead, and 

behold, he is going before you to Galilee; there you will see him. 

See, I have told you.” 8So they departed quickly from the tomb with 

fear and great joy, and ran to tell his disciples. 9And behold, Jesus 

met them and said, “Greetings!” And they came up and took hold 

of his feet and worshiped him. 10Then Jesus said to them, “Do not 

be afraid; go and tell my brothers to go to Galilee, and there they 

will see me.” 
 

P  This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

C  Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

NICENE CREED: 
 



I believe in one God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and 

earth and of all things visible and invisible. 
  

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God, 

begotten of His Father before all worlds, God of God, Light of 

Light, very God of very God, begotten, not made, being of one 

substance with the Father, by whom all things were made; who 

for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven and 

was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary and was 

made man; and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate.  He 

suffered and was buried.  And the third day He rose again 

according to the Scriptures and ascended into heaven and sits at 

the right hand of the Father.  And He will come again with glory 

to judge both the living and the dead, whose kingdom will have 

no end. 
  

And I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and giver of life, who 

proceeds from the Father and the Son, who with the Father and 

the Son together is worshiped and glorified, who spoke by the 

prophets.  And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic 

Church, I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, 

and I look for the resurrection of the dead and the life of the 

world to come. Amen. 
 

Sit↓ 

SERMON HYMN:  464 LSB “The Strife is O’er, the Battle Done” 
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THE MESSAGE:   “Return to See”     Pastor Sundbom          
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EASTER PRAYERS: 
 

(each petition concludes, P: Lord, in Your mercy C: hear our prayer.) 
 

SERVICE OF THE SACRAMENT: 

PREFACE 

P  The Lord be with you.   

C  And also with you.  

 

P  Lift up your hearts. 

C  We lift them to the Lord.  

 



P  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  

C  It is right to give Him thanks and praise.  

 

P  It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times 

and in all places give thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, 

everlasting God.  And most especially are we bound to praise You 

on this day for the glorious resurrection of Your Son, Jesus Christ, 

the very Paschal Lamb, who was sacrificed for us and bore the sins 

of the world.  By His dying He has destroyed death, and by His 

rising again He has restored to us everlasting life.  Therefore with 

Mary Magdalene, Peter and John, and with all the witnesses of the 

resurrection, with angels and archangels, and with all the company 

of heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious name, evermore 

praising You and saying: 
 

SANCTUS Holy, Holy, Holy 
 

C  Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might:  heaven and 

earth are full of you glory.  Hosanna in the highest.  Blessed is He 

who comes in the name of the Lord.  Hosanna in the highest 
 

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING 

P  Blessed are You, Lord of heaven and earth, for You have had 

mercy on those whom You created and sent Your only-begotten 

Son into our flesh to bear our sin and be our Savior. With repentant 

joy we receive the salvation accomplished for us by the all-availing 

sacrifice of His body and His blood on the cross. 

Gathered in the name and the remembrance of Jesus, we beg You, 

O Lord, to forgive, renew, and strengthen us with Your Word and 

Spirit. Grant us faithfully to eat His body and drink His blood as 

He bids us do in His own testament. Gather us together, we pray, 



from the ends of the earth to celebrate with all the faithful the 

marriage feast of the Lamb in His kingdom, which has no end. 

Graciously receive our prayers; deliver and preserve us. To You 

alone, O Father, be all glory, honor, and worship, with the Son and 

the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C  Amen.  

 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 

P  Lord, remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray: 

C  Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy 

kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.  

Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses 

as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not 

into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For Thine is the 

kingdom and the power and the glory Forever and ever.  

Amen. 
 

THE WORDS OF OUR LORD 

P  Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took 

bread, and when He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it 

to the disciples and said, “Take, eat; this is My body, which is 

given for you.  This do in remembrance of Me.” 
 

In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when 

He had given thanks, He gave it to them, saying, “Drink of it, all 

of you; this cup is the new testament in My blood, which is shed 

for you for the forgiveness of your sins.  This do, as often as you 

drink it, in remembrance of Me.” 
 

PAX DOMINI – The Peace of the Lord 

P  The peace of the Lord be with you always. 



C  Amen. 
 

Sit↓ 

DISTRIBUTION 

Please remain in your seat. An Elder will bring you the host and wine 
 

Stand ↑ 

CONCLUDING PRAYER: 
 

P  Let us pray:  Blessed are You, heavenly Father, for You have 

once again fed and nourished us at Your Table through the body 

and blood of Your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord. Strengthen us, so 

that we continue to be Your holy people who share Your love with 

all people as we await Your eternal kingdom, where You live and 

reign with the Son and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C  Amen. 
 

BENEDICTION: 
 

P  The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and give you peace. 

C  Amen. 
 

P  Jesus Christ is risen! 

C  He is risen indeed!  Alleluia! 

 

P  Let us go forth in peace! 

C  In the name of our risen Savior! 
 

Sit↓ 

CLOSING HYMN:  480 LSB “He’s Risen, He’s Risen” 
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SILENT PRAYER: 
 

 

Those Who Serve This Evening: 
 

Proclaimer:   Pastor Paul Sundbom 

Organist:   Marlyss Sekki 

Special Music:   Choir 


